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‘AMERICAN 
FAMILY’ IN 
MOURNING 

Trump and Sessions put focus on mental illness 
after warnings were missed before school massacre 



A woman breaks down during a prayer vigil Thursday for victims of the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School shooting 
at Parkridge Church in Coral Springs, Florida. Mark Wilson, Getty Images 


Associated Press 

President Donald Trump struck a solemn tone Thursday 
after the deadly school shooting in Florida, describing a “scene 
of terrible violence, hatred and evil” and promising to “tackle 
the difficult issue of mental health.” And Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions announced that he wants the Justice Department to 
study how mental illness and gun violence intersect to figure 
out how law enforcement can better use existing gun laws to 
intervene before these school shootings happen. 

Taking up the now-familiar ritual of public consolation 
after terrible violence, Trump spoke from the White House 
Diplomatic Room. In a slow, deliberate style, he sought to 
reassure a troubled nation as well as students’ families and 
shooting survivors in Florida. 

“We are all joined together as one American family, and 
your suffering is our burden also,” Trump said. “No child, 
no teacher, should ever be in danger in an American school.” 

SEE FLORIDA, A17 



President Donald Trump on Thursday urged young people 
to turn for help to “a teacher, a family member, a local police 
officer or a faith leader.” Carolyn Raster, Associated Press 


Beads 
mar the 
waters 

Into downtown creek 
flows a Mardi Gras mess 


Lawrence Specker lspecker@al.com 

How far from downtown is One Mile 
Creek? Within throwing distance, in a sense. 
And that’s part of the problem, as beads fly 
through the air during Carnival season. 

Drivers rounding the northwest corner 
of downtown on the Henry Aaron Loop, 
where Broad Street crosses MLI< and turns 
into Beauregard, may have no idea that 
they’re passing the headwaters of a stream. 
But if a kayaker turns off the bigger, bet¬ 
ter-known Three Mile Creek north of down¬ 
town and follows an offshoot as far as it 
will take him, he finds himself looking up 
at that same roadway, and at Bishop State 
Community College’s main campus. 

If the same kayaker looks down, he’ll see 
some unusual litter in the clear, shallow 
water: strands of plastic beads, some brightly 
colored, some faded by the elements. The 
bed of the creek isn’t carpeted with them, 
but they’re easy to find. Once you learn to 
spot them, you begin to notice them further 
downstream, often half-bedded in the mud, 
woven into the weeds along the waterline or 
even hanging from low branches, after being 
draped there by high water. 

Beads, MoonPie wrappers and other 
Mardi Gras mess is far from the only trash 
that winds up in One Mile Creek. Most of 
downtown’s storm drains dump into it, so 
it has been collecting a lot of garbage for a 
long time. But the Carnival component of 
the problem has become a special focus, 
thanks to a two-year, $56,000 grant to 
Mobile Baykeeper from the National Oce¬ 
anic and Atmospheric Administration. 
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A tangle of old plastic beads — a relic of 
Mardi Gras seasons past — wraps around 
logs and moss in the waters of One Mile 
Creek. Lawrence Specker, lspecker@al.com 


Pilgrimage to 
peanut country 

People continue to flock to President 
Jimmy Carter’s small Baptist Sunday 
School classes. E6 


As students fled, a coach headed into gunfire 


MoonPie goodbye 


Miami Herald and Sun Sentinel 

As hundreds of mourners gathered at a church in Coral 
Springs, Florida, on Thursday afternoon for a prayer vigil, 
just minutes away from Marjorie Stoneman Douglas High, 
investigators and a stunned community began trying to 
reconstruct the horrific events that took place Wednesday. 

Before any sign of trouble, freshman Chris McKenna had 
come face-to-face with a killer on a second floor hallway at 


the school. 

McKenna, 15, was on his way to use a bathroom when he 
saw the gunman loading his weapon. 

“You’d better get out of here,” the gunman said, according 
to McKenna. “Things are gonna start getting messy.” 

McKenna froze for a second — then fled. As he made his 
way out of the building, he said, he saw assistant football coach 
Aaron Feis unlocking a gate in preparation for dismissal. 

SEE COACH, A17 


The seeing eye of Mobile Mardi Gras hands 
out his coveted Mellow MoonPie awards. A5 

School-split tension 

Harsh words fly as Baldwin County 
schools abruptly halt breakaway talks 
with Gulf Shores. A5 
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